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Abstract:

Digital humanities has become a prominent part of
academic life in the course of the past two decades.
Nonetheless, even digital humanists do not agree
among themselves when it comes to defining this
new academic domain. The lecture will offer a
vision of digital humanities that aims at adapting
Middle Eastern studies to the digital realities of the
rapidly developing world and proposes a novel
approach to the study of the Near and Middle East.
At the core of this approach lies the idea of
“associative trails” formulated by the American
scientist and engineer Vannevar Bush (d. 1974) in
the middle of the last century. Generated
algorithmically, these trails would bring all available
information into networks of new knowledge. In
their turn, these networks will become both a terra
nova of sorts that researchers can travel through for
the close reading of historical evidence and new
macro objects that researchers would engage with
to do the distant reading of historical evidence. The
lecture will highlight early examples of such
networks generated from modern research
publications and premodern Arabic textual sources.
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DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Condensed from the Atlantic Monthly, July 1945

by VANNEVAR BUSH

A TOP U.S. SCIENTIST FORESEES A POSSIBLE FUTURE WORLD
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A SCIENTIST OF THE FUTURE RECORDS EXPERIMENTS WITH A TINY CAMERA FTTED WITH UNIVERSAL-FOCUS LENS. THE SMALL SQUARE IN THE EYEGLASS AT THE LEFT SIGHTS THE

4
E -
T
-
O
f—
e
oz
<
[—
(%)
=
=
= |
m i
L
4
I [ 3
O |
< |
= |
bl |
a)
<
.
pa
<
=
T
i
I ;
; f
E :

| S, AR TR L -
MEMEX in the form of a desk would instantly bring files and material on any subject MEMEX IN USE is shown here. On one transparent screen the operator of the future
to the operator’s fingertips. Slanting translucent viewing screens magnify supermicro-  writes notes and commentary dealing with reference material which is projected on the

film filed by code numbers. At left is a mechanism which automarically photographs screen at left. Insertion of the proper code symbols at the bottom of right-hand screen E

longhand notes, pictures and letters, then files them in the desk for future reference.  will tic the new item to the earlicr one after notes are photographed on supermicrofilm,

Maxim Romanov just joined the University of Hamburg as the junior research group leader
(Nachwuchsgruppenleiter) of the project “The Evolution of Islamic Societies (c. 600-1600 CE): Algorithmic Analysis
into Social History”, funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG) within the framework of the Emmy
Noether Programme. Maxim has been a Universitatsassistent fur Digital Humanities at the Department of History,
University of Vienna, and a senior research fellow at the KITAB Project led by Sarah Savant at the Aga Khan
University, London (http://kitab-project.org). He plays leading roles in several international projects that focus on
the digitization of Near and Middle Eastern studies: 1) the development and curation of the digital corpus of
Islamicate texts (OpenlTI, https://github.com/OpeniTl); 2) modeling of the Arabic written tradition through a
flexible method of tracing text reuse (KITAB Project); development of the geospatial model of the medieval
Islamic world (https://althurayya.github.io/); optical recognition of the printed and written Arabographic text

(OpeniITI AOCP).
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